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thank you for not smoking
EMILY De WAARD
News Editor
After its third-consecutive year in discussion, Stu-dents’ Association passed 
a resolution in support of a 
smoke-free campus. 
SA senators, students and 
faculty debated for two hours at 
the Jan. 30 SA meeting, result-
ing in the resolution passing 17-
12.
As of now, SDSU is the only 
South Dakota Board of Regents 
institution without any smoke-
free or tobacco-free policy.
The debate raised concerns 
on issues including infringement 
upon personal rights and cultur-
al practices, the health of tobac-
co users and non-tobacco users, 
feasibility of enforcing a ban and 
treatment of campus as a profes-
sional environment.
Sen. Semehar Ghebrekidan 
cast her vote against the ban, cit-
ing her international constitu-
ents. 
“I do not smoke personally 
and don’t mind a smoking ban, 
but since a large portion of the 
graduate school has internation-
al students who may smoke in 
it, I decided against the smok-
ing ban to best represent them,” 
Ghebrekidan said.
Throughout the debate, Sens. 
Petru Enache and Irakoze Nafa-
tari both argued for internation-
al students as well. Student Af-
fairs Doug Wermedal, and Well-
ness Coordinator Mariah We-
ber and members of HEROH, 
a health-oriented student orga-
nization, argued in favor of the 
ban for the benefit of tobacco us-
ers health. They also cited the 
Wellness Center’s tobacco cessa-
tion services. 
“This is not to catch people 
[smoking], it’s all about educa-
tion,” Wermedal said during the 
debate.
Nafatari, however, was still 
not convinced.
“We cannot force health edu-
cation on people. These students 
understand the risks. We should 
be able to support everyone 
without taking freedoms away,” 
Nafatari said. 
Enache resonated with Nafa-
tari’s points and advocated for a 
compromise.
“At my previous universi-
ty we designated areas to smoke 
where it is less populated … it’s 
a middle ground. Saying no [to 
smoking] will not make people 
healthier; it will not change their 
minds,” Enache said.
Continued to A6
PAT BOWDEN
Reporter 
Students enrolling at South Da-
kota State this fall will no lon-
ger be required to take Institu-
tional Graduation Requirements 
(IGR’s), which have been a staple 
part of the institution’s curricu-
lum since 2000.
This change came from a 
Southg Dakota Board of Regents 
review of general education re-
quirements that resulted in a re-
design at the institutional level.
Initially, IGR’s were imple-
mented to add system require-
ments unique to each SDBOR 
institution’s mission. The goals, 
which reflected the mission, were 
understanding roles as learning 
college students and becoming 
more aware of the world’s people. 
Under the review, SDBOR saw 
most schools had similar institu-
tional missions and decided to re-
move them.
According to Associate Vice 
President of Academic Affairs 
Mary Kay Helling, SDSU will 
now find new ways to put the 
“SDSU stamp” on its undergrad-
uate students.
One IGR goal was the 
two-credit first year seminar 
course, which has been required 
for students to take during their 
first semester at SDSU since 
2012. The other broad goal of 
the IGR requirement was to take 
three credits of cultural aware-
ness and social and environmen-
tal responsibility.
This now-free five extra cred-
its from the IGR’s will give col-
leges and majors more “flexibil-
ity” in terms of scheduling, ac-
cording to Interim Provost Den-
nis Hedge.
“I believe the first year cours-
es have been very valuable in a lot 
of ways and it’s been a large part 
that’s important to student suc-
cess, but they will now simply ex-
ist as a major requirement or col-
lege requirement,” Hedge said.
While some colleges are keep-
ing first year seminar, some are 
redesigning it into a one-cred-
it course.
Continued to A6
SAMUEL IVANECKY
Reporter 
Additional bike paths and lanes 
are planned in hopes of making 
Brookings friendlier to citizens 
and the environment.  
      The biggest addition in this 
project is a shared-use path 
along Sixth Street, between 
Main Avenue and Medary Ave-
nue, and is projected to be fin-
ished by 2019. The plan also 
shows potential to extend that 
path from Medary to 22nd Av-
enue.
The project is part of a 
Brookings City Government ini-
tiative to become a platinum-lev-
el bicycle friendly community, a 
status designated by the League 
of American Bicyclists, by the 
year 2040.  The master bicy-
cle plan was first started in Sep-
tember with community meet-
ings and engagement sessions 
for public input for proposed de-
signs. The plan is currently in 
the seventh of its eight-month 
schedule and will be reviewed by 
City Council in late Feb.
“The addition of a bike path 
along Sixth Street would make 
it easier for South Dakota State 
students to travel between cam-
pus and the rest of town,” said 
Mike Lockrem, president of 
the Brookings Bicycle Advisory 
Committee. 
The shared-use path design 
is a two-way path with a barrier 
from the street to prevent inter-
ference with traffic and promote 
safety for riders.
Continued to A2
Clearing the smoke 
SA approves campus-wide smoking ban
IGR classes to phase out
of graduation requirements
New bike paths meant to make 
Brookings more pedestrian friendly
SUBMITTED GRAPHIC
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1.22.17
• 2:03 a.m. Poss. of Child 
Pornography.
• 4:58 P.M. @ Thorne 
Hall. Poss. Marijuana/
Paraphernalia, Ingesting.
1.25.17
• 2:02 a.m. @ SE Lot. 
Vandalism.
1.26.17
• 11:38 p.m. @ Meadows 
South. Student Conduct 
Violation.
DAILY CRIME LOG
HELP WANTED / SERVICES 
OFFERED
M&S Business Cleaning.  Hours 
from approx. 5 to 9 p.m., 1 to 
5 days per week available.  For 
more information call (605) 
690-1554.
HELP WANTED:  Part-time 
caregiver to stay with house-
bound person 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. on Saturdays. No 
cooking or cleaning required.  
Call (605) 692-4060.
HOUSING FOR RENT / SALE:
2 and 3 bedroom townhomes 
with 2 baths for rent on the 
edge of SDSU campus.  Many 
amenities including off-street 
parking, on-site laundry, dish-
washer, skylight, newer carpet.  
www.skylightrentals.net (605) 
691-7612.
4 bedroom, 2 bath recently 
updated ranch style house, with 
full basement. Close to Brook-
ings. $1100/mo. Pets consid-
ered. (605) 695.3018
CLASSIFIEDS
GARRETT AMMESMAKI
News Editor
Brookings’ prodigal son and for-
mer South Dakota State student, 
Reza, performed his show “Edge 
of Illusion” in front of a sold out 
Swiftel Center crowd Saturday 
night.
More than 1,800 people 
witnessed the international-
ly-known illusionist perform 
stunts, ranging from connect-
ing two metal rings to climbing 
through a sheet of solid steel.
“It [the performance] was 
pretty awesome,” said Brookings 
resident Phyllis Cole-Dai. “He is 
pretty talented.” 
The show began with a 
fire-eating hula-hooper and, 
soon after, Reza appeared on 
stage in dramatic style; from be-
hind a dropped sheet, sitting 
atop a red motorcycle. 
After appearing to push a 
large circular-saw through the 
neck of K-Country 102 person-
ality Bryan Waltz, Reza invit-
ed members of the audience on 
stage. 
Audience members were 
shoved into a large orange ship-
ping container and, in mere mo-
ments, transported to the second 
level of the Swiftel center, with 
the shipping container disap-
pearing from sight. 
“It was very intense,” said 
Nathan Cole-Dai, referring to a 
stunt in which Reza puts a bro-
ken bottle underneath one of 
four paper bags and has an au-
dience member pick one for him 
to slam his hands down upon. 
The stunt is one of the most 
stressful performances, Reza 
said, because despite his metic-
ulous planning, he is completely 
vulnerable. 
“[The show was] excellent,” 
said Karen Clipper, a Brook-
ings resident. She prides her-
self on seeing one of Reza’s very 
first performances when he was 
6 years old. 
Clipper was one of multiple 
people in the audience who had 
seen Reza perform as a young il-
lusionist. 
Reza was a full-time per-
former by his senior year in high 
school, but his career didn’t fully 
take off until he was noticed on 
YouTube during his time as an 
economics major at SDSU.
The 31-year-old started mag-
ic after seeing a magician at hist 
elementary school, afterward he 
asked his parents to buy him a 
magic kit. 
“They were always one-hun-
dred-percent supportive,” Reza 
said about his parents. “Look-
ing back, so seldom does a cra-
zy dream like that come to frui-
tion. They never treated it as im-
possible.”
Brookings native Reza performs at Swiftel Center
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>> BIKE LANES
Continued from A1
SDSU officials plan on promoting stu-
dent bicycle use through a potential inclu-
sion of biking at New Student Orientation, 
as well as the recent creation of the Bicy-
cle Club.
“I like the idea of adding info into ori-
entation,” said Mark McLaughlin, SDSU 
Bicycle Club president. “I don’t think 
enough students really bike into town, 
but adding in bikeways would definite-
ly help that.” He added that the physical 
barrier design of the path eases any safe-
ty concerns students may have trying to get 
around town.
Increasing amounts of students travel-
ing to and from campus was an area of fo-
cus at BBAC meetings during the drafting 
of the plan.
“We don’t want Sixth Street to be a bar-
rier between the town and university, but 
rather it be a connector,” Lockrem said.
Although it is not in the immediate 
plans, a path extending to 22nd Avenue is 
of high interest to the planning committee, 
allowing students to travel easily between 
campus and retail locations, such as Hy-
Vee and Walmart.
“The biggest issue is the city doesn’t 
own Sixth Street and so we can’t just re-
construct it whenever,” Lockrem said. Sixth 
Street is considered a state highway and is 
owned by the South Dakota Department 
of Transportation. The master plan has the 
potential path slated as a “Medium Term” 
projection, which calls for an estimated 
completion time of six to ten years.
The master plan also calls for a bike 
trail around the city that would run 
through the north side of campus and ex-
tend throughout Brookings. This path is 
estimated to be completed in eight years if 
City Council chooses to keep the proposed 
plan.
Into the upcoming weeks, revisions 
based on suggestions and community in-
put will continue to be made, said Sean 
Murphy at a recent community meet-
ing meant to provide an overview of the 
plan. Murphy is the project design manag-
er for Toole Design Group, the company in 
charge of generating a final design for City 
Council.
“As of now we are continuing to take 
any input from the community involving 
this plan,” Murphy said.  Since the initial 
planning phase, there have been more than 
1,000 interactions between community 
members and the planning group, includ-
ing 58 from a booth stationed at SDSU, 
Murphy said.
For students looking to provide feed-
back on the master bike plan and future 
involvement of biking at SDSU, an online 
survey on the Brookings City Council web-
site is available through Feb. 5.
Reza performs various stunts during a show for his “Edge of Illusion” tour at the Swiftel center Jan. 28. Top: Reza saws through K-Country 102 personality Bryan Waltz’s neck. Left: In a stunt based on one of his 
dreams,where he goes through a solid sheet of steel. Right: Reza’s assistant eats fire.
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Christy Osbornewith
IAN LACK
Reporter
Editor’s note: The “Five minutes 
with” series focuses on a dif-
ferent person each time. The in-
terviewer spends five minutes 
speaking with a person each 
week to learn about them, their 
specialty or something they are 
passionate about.
Christy Osborne is an academ-
ic adviser for the University Col-
lege and the College of Arts and 
Sciences in the Wintrode Stu-
dent Success Center. Osborne 
began working at SDSU in 1988 
as an administration counsel-
or. In 2011, she began working 
in the First Year Advising Cen-
ter. She lives in Brookings with 
her husband, Curt Osborne, and 
her dog, Torii Hunter, named af-
ter the Minnesota Twins baseball 
player.
Academic Adviser, 
University College and College of Arts 
and Sciences
Q:  How does this school year compare with when you first 
began working at SDSU?
A: I don’t want to say it’s like night and day, but we didn’t real-
ly know what to expect that first year of advising. At first, we did 
a lot of group advising. We would have about five or six students 
at once to advise together. We just thought we had to do it that 
way to get all of our students in. Then, what we did that following 
year is we started advising earlier to get everybody in. We wanted 
more one-on-ones to have more of that personal relationship with 
students. We see everybody one-on-one now.
Q: When students schedule an advising meeting with you, 
what is it they want to work out or discuss with you?
A: It can be a variety of things. Typically it’s things like chang-
ing their major, maybe adding or changing a minor and oth-
er things. Sometimes, it’s more seasonal things like adding or 
dropping a class though. But, it’s not just about academics. It 
might be something like a roommate issue, a financial issue, 
could be that they’re homesick, we kind of cover a lot. Not ev-
ery day is the same, which is kind of nice.
Q: What do you think is 
the most important thing 
a student can do in their 
first year at SDSU?
A: I think that for them to 
have a really good first year, 
they understand that they 
have an adviser and they 
know the resources available 
to them, like tutoring and 
supplemental instruction. I 
think that just access to ad-
visers is really important for 
success.
Q: What is it like to see 
students change year 
to year and watch them 
progress into graduating 
students?
A: It’s just amazing. They 
come in as freshmen and 
they’re just getting the lay of 
the land and they really blos-
som into becoming a new 
kind of student. They take 
the tools and the knowledge 
from their first year and they 
use that in their sophomore, 
junior and senior years. It’s 
so much fun. That’s why I like 
going to the journalism ban-
quet, because I get to see all 
the progress they’ve made 
so far.  I think we make a big 
difference in their success.
IAN LACK • The Collegian 
EMILY De WAARD
News Editor
Student Association’s Jan. 30 
meeting was mostly spent debat-
ing Resolution 16-08-R, which 
supports a smoke-free campus. 
The resolution passed in a 17-
12 vote and can be read about in 
depth on A1.
“I’m really proud of everyone 
around the room. This was one of 
the most civil discussions we’ve 
had, especially on a passionate 
topic,” SA President Ally Helms 
said about the debate.        
At the next SA meeting, sena-
tors will discuss Resolution 16-09-
R, a tobacco use ban, and Resolu-
tion 16-07-R, an E-Cigarette ban. 
Helms reported during com-
mittee and staff reports that 
semi-finalist provost candidates 
will be released this week. Candi-
dates will visit campus for a stu-
dent panel Feb. 6 through Feb.14. 
A new campus organiza-
tion, the SD State Shooting Sport 
Team, had their constitution ap-
proved. 
Also, SA approved a request 
from the Dairy Club for a $3,640 
special allocation to fund attend-
ing a professional development 
conference in Omaha, Nebraska. 
The next SA meeting is at 7 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 6, in the Lewis 
and Clark room of The Union.
>> 109 CLASSES
Continued from A1
 Others are getting rid of it 
entirely. The process of deter-
mining this for every major goes 
through a sub-committee of the 
academic affairs committee that 
was created to review changes 
such as these.
The committee is not com-
pletely eliminating first year sem-
inar for certain majors, however, 
according to Helling. Those that 
are getting rid of the course are 
instead retaining the elements 
that help integrate students into 
SDSU through other means.
“Several of the programs de-
cided to keep a first year seminar 
course, which was their prerog-
ative … at least half of the pro-
grams, I’m guessing, decided to 
keep some kind of first year sem-
inar experience,” Helling said. 
“The others may be trying to in-
troduce those more informally, 
through student organizations, 
or through advising [programs 
or co-curricular events].”
Introducing these factors 
through other means has not 
proven easy for every college, ac-
cording to Hedge, who believes 
this retention shows the school’s 
commitment to the student suc-
cess model.
“The challenge for those that 
have opted out of a first year 
seminar course is to provide op-
portunities to get connected to 
the university … there’s a true 
commitment to student success, 
academic achievement, [and] 
student retention,” Hedge said. 
“[We are] working to ensure that 
critical components that are fac-
tors in student success are in-
cluded in a co-curricular compo-
nent.”
One college retaining its first 
year seminar course is the Hon-
ors College. The new course will 
be called Honors 119 and will 
mostly be the same as Honors 
109, according to Interim Dean 
of the Honors College, Rebecca 
Bott-Knutson.
“I’m seeing what the demand 
is for the first year experience, 
part of it will be figuring that out 
and continuing to look for the 
best ways to serve the needs of 
our students and preparing them 
for future success; so it’s difficult 
to say if it will continue on indefi-
nitely,” Bott-Knutson said.
She also said the primary goal 
of the redesign is to make sure 
students are still being integrated 
into the SDSU community prop-
erly, and that it will require a “lit-
tle bit of creativity.”
The Common Read program 
will continue among incoming 
freshmen, but Hedge said “there 
are some elements that will still 
need to be figured out.”
Hedge believes this redesign 
will maintain a strong emphasis 
on student importance and will 
optimize student learning out-
comes.
“The end result should be a 
consistently strong general edu-
cation core across all colleges and 
majors,” Hedge said.
SA approves 
constitution5minutes
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Issue:  
Students’ Association smoking ban serves university gold-star agenda.
 The Collegian staff meets weekly and agrees on the issue of the editorial.
The editorial represents the opinion of The Collegian.
Stance: 
The ban will be ineffective and restrict people’s 
individual right to choice.
The Students’ Association passed 
a resolution in support of a cam-
pus-wide smoking ban in a 17-12 
vote at its Jan. 30 meeting.
We, at The Collegian, believe the 
smoke-free policy will restrict the 
individual’s right of choice and it 
will be ineffective.
The ban takes away a person-
al decision, it will be ineffective and 
difficult to enforce, it will have neg-
ative consequences on the environ-
ment and it is seemingly just anoth-
er gold star that South Dakota State 
can add to its report card. 
The decision to smoke cigarettes 
is a personal one. It is a person-
al right to choose to smoke tobacco. 
University officials should not make 
that decision for all students, facul-
ty and staff, while on campus.
For many international students 
attending SDSU, smoking is a cul-
tural norm and considered a so-
cial aspect of their lives. Smoking 
is something commonly shared be-
tween friends and family over con-
versations and is a communal ac-
tivity. 
Many international students at-
tend classes, work and live on cam-
pus. The ban is inconvenient for 
many of those students because 
most do not own cars to leave cam-
pus. Campus is their home. They do 
not have the privilege of driving off 
campus to take a drag. Especially 
when the boundaries of campus are 
not known or clearly defined. 
For some students, smoking is a 
way to take a break from the stress-
es of class, work and other respon-
sibilities. Although smoking is not 
a healthy habit, it is still a personal 
choice. We, at The Collegian, under-
stand smoking in open spaces has 
some effects on the people around 
them, but the 10 seconds of discom-
fort aren’t worth taking away some-
one’s right.
Additionally, the smoke-free 
policy will be ineffective, much like 
the current rule to smoke 25 feet 
away from a building.
This argument is a waste of time 
because enforcement of the soon-
to-be-previous policy was nonexis-
tent. 
Due to this, we have reason to 
believe that the ban will not be en-
forced either.
If the University Police Depart-
ment is going to enforce the rule, 
who is going to pay for the extra ef-
fort to patrol the campus grounds? 
Where will this money come from? 
If fellow students, faculty and 
staff are going to be responsible for 
the enforcement of the policy like 
other SDBOR schools, how will that 
work?
Once SDSU implements the pol-
icy, the cigarette receptacles around 
campus are going to be removed 
eventually since there would be 
no need for them. More than like-
ly, there will be people who do not 
agree with or follow the rule. As 
a result, their discarded cigarette 
butts are going to start to accumu-
late on sidewalks, boulevards and 
grassy spaces around campus. 
The ban will also affect the stu-
dents, faculty and staff if caught 
smoking on campus. 
If caught, what will the reper-
cussions be?
Consequences could possibly be 
classes similar to alcohol education 
classes. It could be education mate-
rials given by UPD, HEROH or the 
Wellness Center. It could also be a 
fine or penalty.
The consequences also play a 
role in the enforcement. If there is a 
lack of enforcement, there will ob-
viously be a lack of penalty, which 
brings us back to the initial problem 
— the lack of enforcement. 
The entire fight against smok-
ing on campus seems like a univer-
sity-righteous notion to add a gold 
star to its list of accomplishments. 
It’s not a policy that can be properly 
enforced and will only result in an-
gering the people who can’t do what 
they should rightfully be allowed to 
do.
Editorial
Logic takes 
precedence 
in debate
VIRAJ PATEL
Columnist
Decisions are made by those who 
show up.
I am writing this article 
straight from the Jan. 30 Stu-
dents’ Association Senate meet-
ing in the Lewis and Clark Room 
of the Student Union. Something 
I did not think would happen, 
just did. 
The Senate passed a resolu-
tion which will show our support 
for making South Dakota State 
University a smoke-free campus.
In the interest of full disclo-
sure, I entered the meeting with 
the notion that I was going to 
vote against the resolution for 
a variety of reasons. Very infre-
quently have I ever been per-
suaded by an intelligent level of 
public debate, at least not at the 
collegiate level. But this Monday 
was different.
The resolution posed some 
ethical and political dilemmas 
for me. I wasn’t sure if asking 
people not to smoke would be 
an infringement of their rights. 
I wasn’t sure if, as an institution, 
SA had a right to ban smoking. 
The reality is the Senate does not 
have power to enforce, but we 
have a large influence on policy.
The solution to the ethical di-
lemma lay in the fact that smok-
ing does harm to more people 
than it benefits. That was one 
change of heart for me.
The second was a political di-
lemma. Even though I represent 
the College of Arts and Scienc-
es, being an international stu-
dent, I do pledge allegiance to 
the international community. It 
just so happens that most smok-
ers on campus are international 
students.
I heard decent arguments 
about the cultures in different 
nations, the relieving effect and 
sense of belonging that smoking 
gives to international students. 
But, eventually, I chose the utili-
tarian path and thought that vot-
ing for the benefits of the major-
ity was the better option in this 
scenario.
This is what I love; great con-
versations between informed 
men and women, which foster 
a sense of statesmanship. This 
might be one of those few times I 
have seen the government decide 
based, not on partisanship, but 
on the persuasive nature of facts. 
On Monday, oratory was the 
leading factor in the room. The 
rhetoric was riveting — inspir-
ing, even. Yes, the minority voice 
was hushed, yes, I was one of the 
people who voted against the 
minority and, yes, there will be 
times I will question this deci-
sion. But, in the end, this was the 
right decision for the people who 
suffer and have suffered from the 
side-effects of smoking.
Senators who I have spent the 
past eighteen weeks with brought 
their best cards to the table. Rea-
son took precedence over emo-
tion. Logic took precedence over 
politics. And rarely in these dem-
ocratic institutions do we see a 
decision made because of an in-
telligent debate. On Monday, ex-
cellence was brought to the ta-
ble, and heart-rate raising oratory 
made the difference.
Viraj Patel is a speech 
communication major and can be 
reached at viraj.patel@jacks.sdstate.
edu
BENJAMIN HUMMEL
Columnist
As Donald Trump’s administra-
tion takes off to a rocky start, 
he has brought on hostile rela-
tions with Mexico over a border 
wall (as well as a border tax), 
withdrawn from the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership and ordered a 
ban on individuals seeking ref-
uge from seven countries (Iran, 
Iraq, Libya, Sudan, Somalia, 
Syria and Yemen).
Despite accusations of an 
Islamophobic agenda, and 
his previous plan of a Mus-
lim ban proposed in the cam-
paign, Trump insists that this is 
not about religion; instead, it is 
about safety.
In the White House press 
secretary’s speech over the 
weekend, Sean Spicer indicated 
that those listed in the ban were 
countries of “particular con-
cern,” and that the order’s war-
rants should not be taken into 
question. 
Although the vast majori-
ty of these refugees are women 
and children, according to the 
United Nations Refugee Agen-
cy, the ban might have retained 
some sort of principle, had the 
executive order not made an ex-
ception for “religious minori-
ties,” which would effectively al-
low Christians and Jews into 
the United States, giving them 
“priority” over Muslim refugees. 
It is kind of hard not to read 
into Trump’s intent, even from 
just a quick glance over of the 
order.
The American Civil Liberties 
Union immediately denounced 
the immigration ban, and they 
put forth a lawsuit that would 
block the action, allowing refu-
gees to come in for an extended 
amount of time. Acting Attor-
ney General Sally Yates, a hold-
over from the Obama adminis-
tration, urged department law-
yers not to defend Trump’s or-
der and was fired Monday.
Several protests took place, 
with several prominent fig-
ures making appearances, chief 
among them being Sen. Eliz-
abeth Warren (D-Mass,) and 
Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.). 
In a video showing Warren 
addressing a crowd of protest-
ers, she said, “It is illegal, it is 
unconstitutional and it will be 
overturned.” However, it should 
be noted that leading members 
of the GOP, Sen. John McCain 
(R-Az.) and Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham (R-SC) have also spoken 
against the order as well, much 
to the chagrin of president 
Trump, who tweeted that they 
should “focus their energies on 
ISIS, illegal immigration, and 
border security instead of al-
ways looking for ways to start 
World War III.”
Lewis was shown on Twit-
ter sitting with Iranian families 
who are being held at the air-
port, awaiting information.
As controversy grows, many 
news outlets are taking a clos-
er look at the order itself, of-
ten punching holes in its logic. 
For instance, Trump notes 9/11 
as a major reason a ban such as 
this is needed, saying terrorists 
are likely hiding among the ref-
ugees pouring into the country. 
However, if that was the case, 
he should be focusing on where 
those terrorists came from: 
namely Saudi Arabia. But Saudi 
Arabia wasn’t on the ban list.
Pamela Engel of Business 
Insider said this was a strategic 
move; Trump does not want to 
anger large exporters of oil.
Once again, America finds 
itself embroiled in yet anoth-
er crisis of policy, brought on 
by someone whom many would 
deem incompetent at best, and 
dangerously apathetic at worst.
Benjamin Hummel is an English and 
speech & communications major 
and can be reached at benjamin.
hummel@jacks.sdstate.edu.
Banning innocents: Trump’s 
immigration ban meets resistance
CORRECTION: In the column titled “Donald Trump just showed his hand” Donald Trump sold his stocks for Energy Transfer Partnerssummer of 2016, according to the Washington Post. The opinion piece was printed in the Jan. 25 issue of The Collegian.
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GARRETT AMMESMAKI
News Editor
I don’t smoke anymore. 
I smoked a pack-a-day for 
around a decade, but then one 
day I realized I couldn’t breathe 
and my throat felt like raw ham-
burger meat.
E-Cigarettes helped me quit 
and I’m not looking back, ex-
cept for when I’ve had a few too 
many drinks or I’m feeling nos-
talgic; I still like the smell of 
stale cigarettes and perfume. 
I loved smoking, but nev-
er in those 10 years did I push 
through a political mandate that 
forced someone to smoke. If I 
had, I would have been written 
off as an insane person. 
My slogan would have been 
along the lines of “It tastes really 
bad and you’ll die sooner, but it 
kinda feels good.” My only sup-
porters would have been some 
amalgam of existential nihilists 
and tobacco lobbyists. 
The point is this:
I enjoyed doing something, 
but I fully realized it wasn’t my 
place to convince other people to 
do it, too. 
Forcing your beliefs on some-
one with a political mandate 
makes you at best, a busy body 
and at worst, morally bankrupt. 
The smoking ban is a piece 
of feel-good legislation pushed 
through with appeals to emotion 
by holier-than-thou hypocrites 
with an axe to grind against peo-
ple making their own decisions. 
The kicker is that it won’t do 
a damn thing. 
South Dakota State has been 
the only smoking-friendly South 
Dakota Board of Regents insti-
tution for a while, and with Stu-
dents’ Association passing this 
ban, I’m sure it will continue 
that way. 
Will you call campus police 
on someone for smoking outside 
their dorm? Are university po-
lice going to have an anti-smok-
ing squad that walks around 
picking up cigarette butts, with 
a pad of pre-written tickets and 
anti-smoking propaganda? 
My gut says no. 
What gives you the right to 
decide what choices other peo-
ple make?
Garrett Ammesmaki is a news editor 
at The Collegian and can be reached 
at gammesmaki@sdsucollegian.com.
Keep your self-righteous smoking politics out of my lungs
“A Dog’s Purpose:” it’s not worth
the abused dogs or admission price
Editor’s Note: The grading system 
used here is similar to the 10-point 
scale used in SDSU courses.
GRADE: D
Spoiler alert: I’m a cat person.
Don’t get me wrong, I appre-
ciate dogs and can even appre-
ciate movies about them. But at 
the end of the day, if I have to 
choose between a lovable, slop-
py dog and an ill-tempered cat 
with untrimmed claws, I’m still 
going to take the cat.
That being said, I still should 
not have been as bored and ir-
ritated as I was sitting through 
this family flick.
While “A Dog’s Purpose” is 
certainly a good-intentioned, 
family-friendly flick, the film ul-
timately boils down to a story 
stuffed with silly puns, while un-
fortunately venturing into emo-
tional manipulation.
“A Dog’s Purpose” follows 
the story of a dog, Bailey (Josh 
Gad), as he grows up beside his 
owner, a young Ethan (Bryce 
Gheisar), who rescues Bailey 
from a hot car. As teenage Ethan 
(KJ Apa) transitions into high 
school and falls in love with a 
girl, Hannah (Britt Robertson), 
Bailey grows old and dies.
Yes, dies! Don’t worry 
though, he returns as anoth-
er dog. As Ellie, a female Ger-
man Shepherd, the dog begins 
the second life with a new own-
er, Carlos (John Ortiz), a widow-
er police officer. But Bailey, now 
Ellie, dies again after tragically 
being shot while attempting to 
save a drowning girl.
After being born again as a 
corgi named Tino (and, yes, dy-
ing again), Bailey ends up in a 
new body and finds his origi-
nal owner, Ethan. Bailey is able 
to communicate to Ethan that 
he was his childhood pet, Bai-
ley. Ethan takes this informa-
tion and does precisely nothing 
with it.
The irritating part of this 
film’s plot is the entire plot itself. 
The film is effective at spurring 
emotions out of you, but at a 
cheap cost – they’re killing dogs 
– repeatedly.
My emotional response to a 
great scene should be the pay-
off of a well-deserved, well-writ-
ten build-up. Sacrificing dogs in 
a story plot is just a cheap ploy 
to gain empathy from an audi-
ence. Everyone can relate to say-
ing goodbye to a pet.
Finally, this film cannot be 
discussed without mention-
ing the controversy surrounding 
it. TMZ obtained and released 
footage of one of the dogs in the 
film, a German Shepherd, being 
forcibly put in rushing water as 
well as being submerged under 
the waves in the pool.
Regardless of the sensation-
alism behind the release of the 
video, any animal that’s forcibly 
abused in the filming of a mov-
ie is unacceptable, regardless of 
whose fault the abuse is.
Ultimately, no one can be 
surprised that “A Dog’s Purpose” 
is a mundane and lifeless film. 
The trailers made it seem like 
a Hallmark flick with a slight-
ly bigger budget and Dennis 
Quaid.
If you’re looking for a good 
cry fest, this one’s for you. But, 
there are better options avail-
able.
“La La Land,” now Academy 
Award nominated a record-ty-
ing 14 times, just hit Brookings 
Cinema 8 this week. “Hidden 
Figures,” nominated three times, 
would also make for a better 
time at the cinema.
Ian Lack is a visual editor at The 
Collegian and can be reached at 
ilack@sdsucollegian.com. 
Movie night
with Ian Lack
ELIF GABB
Columnist
I remember the first time I tried 
to describe something as “gay” to 
imply it was bad or wrong.
As soon as I opened my 
mouth, my friend said, “No, not 
you. You can never say that.”
The pain on his face said it all. 
I could never say that again. So, I 
didn’t. I kept my promise. I have 
not used the word “gay” in that 
context since I was 11 years old.
At the time, I didn’t under-
stand why I shouldn’t say it. It 
wasn’t until later that I figured it 
out: my friend has two mothers, 
and I had managed to imply that 
having two mothers was wrong.
My friend could take that 
from the boys. They were young 
and didn’t get it, but he couldn’t 
take that from me. I was meant to 
be an ally.
That was the first of many vo-
cal, and nonvocal, missteps I’ve 
made over the years.
I came to this realization after 
the flurry of Facebook posts I saw 
regarding the worldwide Wom-
en’s March Jan. 21 and 22.
One thing stood out to me 
about the march: the signs.
Creative and witty, these signs 
expressed the views of thousands 
in incredibly imaginative ways.
“Keep Your Laws Out of My 
Vagina,” for example.
I thought they were clever. So 
I hit the like button on Facebook.
But I never thought about 
how they leave out, and perhaps 
offend, large groups of people.
What about trans people? 
What about women who don’t 
have the “correct” body parts, but 
still identify as such?
Had these people completely 
missed the point of the march — 
to try and advocate for all wom-
en’s views? Had I done the exact 
same thing?
Was I, in fact, a problematic 
person? The answer to that ques-
tion is a resounding:
Yes, I am a problematic per-
son.
I have said, and will likely still 
say, problematic things. I continu-
ally think problematic things. My 
behavior has been, and will likely 
still be in the future, problematic.
All of this is completely unin-
tentional.
I believe in defending every-
body’s rights and will continue to 
do so. Unfortunately, along the 
way, I might make mistakes.
But I promise: I’m working 
on it.
Elif Gabb is an English major and 
can be reached at elif.gabb@jacks.sd-
state.edu.  
I’m problematic,
but I’m working on it
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>> SMOKING BAN
Continued from A1
Black Student Alliance (BSA) 
representative Amanda Fortune 
John said, “Compromise is key in 
this situation.” 
She added that compromise 
considers all parties and honors “... 
the needs of the minority body.” 
Ultimately, however, Senate 
did not decide to compromise.
SDSU currently has a “25-foot” 
rule, stating a person smoking 
must be at least 25 feet away from 
a building. However, this rule is 
regularly unenforced.
In response to questions of en-
forcement, Wermedal explained 
how the policy plans to approach 
this.
“Enforcement will aim first at 
education and providing the indi-
vidual with materials and other re-
sources to support smoking ces-
sation,” Wermedal said. “For stu-
dents, this resource would be sup-
plied by Residence Hall, Wellness 
Center and Student Affairs person-
nel.  For faculty and staff, this re-
source would be provided by their 
immediate supervisor and the Hu-
man Resources office.”
Smoking policies vary across 
SDBOR institutions. South Dako-
ta School of Mines and Technolo-
gy prohibits all forms of smoking, 
including vaping, across their cam-
pus, while Black Hills State per-
mits tobacco use in parking lots. 
Dakota State takes a stricter ap-
proach, prohibiting all use across 
campus, with a possibility of di-
recting perpetrators to leave cam-
pus. USD prohibits use campus 
wide, but lacks a clear enforcement 
policy, stating it is “the shared re-
sponsibility of everyone at The 
University of South Dakota.”
According to SA President Ally 
Helms, the smoke-free policy reso-
lution failed in the past mostly due 
to questioning how it could be en-
forced, especially with the lack of 
enforcement of the 25-foot rule.
Wermedal and Sen. Nick Lo-
rang shared their perspectives on 
the smoking ban as preparation for 
students entering professional, of-
ten smoke-free, workplaces.
“For two years I have opposed 
this policy. Last year I opposed it 
because of points people brought 
forward in restricting person-
al rights,” Lorang said. “Howev-
er, aside from health concerns, in-
convenience and potential restric-
tion of rights, I am looking at this 
as an issue of professional prepara-
tion, and what is appropriate in a 
professional and educational envi-
ronment.”
Katherine Meyer, an animal 
science major who did not attend 
the meeting, also addressed profes-
sionalism.
“It’s definitely something that’s 
not viewed highly in a professional 
workforce,” Meyer said. 
Conversely, John pointed out 
that campus is more than a work-
place for many students.
“This isn’t just a professional 
environment for some people; this 
is their home,” John said.
A smoking ban has been a re-
occurring issue in Senate for about 
half a decade. It finally passed this 
year because senators felt they 
have a policy to stand behind.
“This year is different. We al-
ways talk about how we have no 
policies to help push this forward, 
but now we do. [The tobacco coali-
tion] is ready to move this forward 
and stand behind it. Now, it’s our 
turn to help ... make this campus 
healthier,” McLean said at the be-
ginning of the meeting.
Dana Kurtz, a student repre-
sentative for HEROH at the meet-
ing highlighted their mission in re-
lation to the smoking ban.
“A lot of discussion tonight 
dealt with secondhand smoke, 
and we are really pushing for over-
all health for everybody, wheth-
er they are a tobacco user or not,” 
Kurtz said.
Sam Vanorman, a human bi-
ology major, who was not present 
at the meeting, said he is “all for 
it,” saying a smoking ban considers 
the overall health of all students. 
HEROH representative, Mack-
enzie Schutz, said, “I think it’s 
great this meeting brought to light 
the tobacco cessation services the 
Wellness Center offers.”
Helms, who has spearheaded 
this resolution from the beginning, 
was pleased with the debate and 
looks forward to next week.
“I’m excited to see what the to-
bacco coalition can do. We have 
crafted a group of individuals to 
work toward making sure this is 
successful.
As of now, only a campus 
smoking ban has passed and SA 
will discuss a tobacco ban, as well 
as an E-Cigarette ban, in next 
week’s meeting. 
Helms said those still inter-
ested in this topic should come at 
7 p.m. next Monday to the Lewis 
and Clark room to voice their con-
cerns on these resolutions.
Facebook poll results:
Results as of Jan. 31 at 11 p.m.
180 39 20
VOTES VOTES VOTES
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RENAE VINZANT
Reporter
Seasonal Affective Disorder, sometimes referred to 
as seasonal depression, is defined by the Mayo Clin-
ic as a type of depression related to the changing 
seasons, one of the most common times being in 
winter. January is even home to the most depressing 
day of the year, Blue Monday, which is January 16.
South Dakota State University Counseling Ser-
vices sees about 500 more appointments in the 
spring semester than in the fall. During the 2015-
2016 school year they saw 1,365 student appoint-
ments in the fall and 1,865 in the spring, accord-
ing to Darci Nichols, assistant director for Wellness 
Center Counseling. They expect to see similar num-
bers this school year.
Students struggling with Seasonal Affective Dis-
order may have trouble re-adjusting to campus life, 
dealing with the dreary weather and other stresses.
“Seasonal depression is caused by lack of sun-
shine, and winters are rough. People aren’t as active 
and are being cooped up in residence halls,” Nich-
ols said.
Students who are living in the residence halls 
may find it easy to stay indoors and avoid the cold 
weather. This can cause students to become irrita-
ble and restless, which may lead to Seasonal Affec-
tive Disorder.
“Mental health is a state of well-being. Positive 
thinking can be very beneficial,” said Andrea Bjor-
nestad, assistant professor for Counseling and Hu-
man Development.
Counseling services offers many different types 
of services, such as having a consultation or bring-
ing a friend to your session. The stigmas surround-
ing counseling may be keeping students suffering 
with Seasonal Affective Disorder from getting help, 
according to Nichols. As a result, she said counsel-
ing services is trying to be less clinically intimidat-
ing and trying to build relationships.
“What is holding you back from getting counsel-
ing?” Nichols said. “Always ask for help when need-
ed.”
If students don’t feel comfortable going to coun-
seling services, other resources include Residence 
Hall directors or Community Assistants. They can 
also help if students need ideas on what to do on or 
near campus.
Larson Ice Center offers open skate many days 
of the week for a minimal price, movies play every 
night at Brookings Cinema 8 and there are usually 
campus events or club meetings available to attend.
Nichols said getting involved in a student orga-
nization can provide students with a social atmo-
sphere with additional responsibilities to stay busy, 
like weekly meetings or club tasks.
According to Nichols, thinking of upcoming 
events to look forward to, like Spring Break, can 
also help improve a student’s mood or depressive 
state.
“Seasonal depression can make you want to 
sleep all the time. Make yourself get out, even if it’s 
hard,” Nichols said.
Staying active can mean attending the gym or  
walking around campus. Having physical activi-
ty can boost a person’s mood and relieve stress, ac-
cording to Alexa Suarez, Wellness Center staff 
member. Students who work out a few times a week 
can experience lower stress levels, and often feel 
much better after a workout, Suarez said.
Students struggling with seasonal depression 
may want to consider group fitness at the Wellness 
Center, although this is an extra cost to students.
“Group fitness can help you not feel alone in the 
workout, and you’re not going to be sitting at home 
alone,” Suarez said.
Plugging into campus and the community can 
also help alleviate a depressive state. “Plan activities, 
look at campus calendars for other events, or go to 
the Wellness Center,” Nichols said.
Winter blues: 
struggling with 
seasonal depression
Collegian Graphic by BAILEY HILL
College roommates: managing close relationships in campus halls 
IAN LACK
Reporter
There are an estimated 2,000 
pairs of roommates living in 17 
residence halls on South Dakota 
State University’s campus. With 
this number of students occupy-
ing a shared space, the dynam-
ic of roommate relationships can 
be diverse.
Brady Debelts and Ryan 
Christie, both freshman undecid-
ed majors, make up just one of 
these pairs. The two began living 
together in Binnewies Hall in the 
fall of 2016.
“We weren’t the greatest 
friends in high school, but we 
were always sort of in the same 
group together,” Debelts said. “I 
think we’ve gotten closer since 
we’ve been here, though. We’re 
both in The Pride together and 
we hang out together with a lot of 
the same people.”
Debelts and Christie agree 
they are both laid back when reg-
ulating their room’s organization 
and managing their schedules in 
the room.
“We just kind of keep nudging 
at each other if we need some-
thing done or, like, if my side of 
the room is messy,” Debelts said. 
“We get along really well. It defi-
nitely helps that we knew each 
other from high school.”
However, not all students in 
SDSU residence halls have sim-
ilar amounts of experience with 
roommates.
It is sometimes difficult to 
match students with an appro-
priate roommate due to SDSU’s 
campus size and diversity, said 
area coordinator for Residential 
Life Maggie Miller. 
Continued to A8
Five tips to become a better roommate
1. Don’t be a stranger – 
communicate!
If a conflict arises with 
your roommate, the first 
thing to do is start a di-
alogue. Try to talk to your roommate 
and ask them questions on a daily basis 
about something other than your living 
situation. Invite them to events or social 
gatherings you’re attending.
2. Set ground rules for 
room maintenance and 
stick to them
Create a list of rules, 
chores, a schedule for 
classes and lights on/off times, and 
anything else you would need to refer 
to if you two come to a disagreement. 
Set these rules early in the year so it 
doesn’t get awkward later. Sticking to 
these rules will keep both of you happy 
and in agreement.
3. Do your roommate a 
solid or two
Try to do your roommate 
a favor every once in 
awhile. Get them break-
fast, make sure they’re up for their 
classes and offer advice when it’s ap-
propriate. Not only will you keep them 
in good spirits, you’ll probably get the 
favor returned.
4. Compromise with 
your roommate
Sometimes you can’t win 
‘em all. Keep an open 
mind about your room-
mate’s interests and their differences, 
whether they’re political, social or cul-
tural. Whether you’re democrat or re-
public, domestic or international, be 
a decent human being and remember 
that you can learn new things from your 
roommate.
5. Refer to a Commu-
nity Assistant or Resi-
dential Life for help
There’s a CA on every 
floor and they’re ready 
to help. If the conversation with your 
roommate gets too heated, or you don’t 
feel comfortable talking to your room-
mate about something, your hall direc-
tor is just a phone call away. Your CA 
and hall director can often mediate a 
solution.
On leaving your roommate: 
Sometimes, it’s better to find a new 
roommate. You and your roommate 
might be too different, or just not com-
patable. In these situations, you can al-
ways approach Residental Life and re-
quest a new room on campus and dis-
cover what your options are.
Collegian Graphic by IAN LACK
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Optimism and new 
opportunities are 
coming your way 
this week. A travel 
adventure is in your 
future, so take the 
initiative and book 
your ticket to hop on a 
plane or explore a new 
culture. 
Horoscopes
Jack’s Weekly
Leo
Pisces
TaurusAries Cancer
Libra Sagittarius Capricorn Aquarius
You’ve spent a lot of 
time working and may 
be feeling pretty worn 
down. Treat yourself. 
Whether you get a 
new haircut or buy 
some carrots, your self-
esteem will get a boost 
with this “thank you” to 
yourself.
You have gone through 
identity changes that 
are still taking time 
to get used to. This 
may be hard when you 
hop to the center of 
attention this week, 
but new insight will 
reaffirm decisions you 
have made.
Lately you’ve been 
looking for the deeper 
meanings in your 
relationships. You will 
continue to find new 
possibilities, and you 
may even find a new 
connection with some 
bunny you wouldn’t 
expect.
Gemini
The beginning of this 
week will push you to 
jump to a decision. 
Your friends may 
question your choice, 
so you need to cover 
your ears and stand by 
your choice. Your social 
life will also be lively 
this week.
A skill you learned 
when you were younger 
will become useful 
in your work. Don’t 
worry if you’re a little 
out of practice. Your 
determination, desire 
and Jackrabbit charm 
will take you far.
Love is in the air, 
Jackrabbit. You will 
have an encounter 
with some bunny 
with magnetism and 
charisma. Allow your 
connection to grow at 
its own pace as you find 
all the things you have 
in common.
Virgo
Giving into your 
compulsions may be 
tempting, but keep the 
hard work you’ve done 
in mind before acting 
on them. Allowing 
these desires to jump 
away can help you be 
free of them for good.
Scorpio
This week you’ll finally 
take the initiative to 
reach goals you have 
set. Gather up your 
fellow Jackrabbits and 
hit the gym, or sit down 
with some healthy 
carrots. The support 
of your group will help 
you be successful.
You’ve been handling 
a lot of responsibility 
lately, so take some 
time to blow off some 
steam at the gym. Your 
circle of friends may 
face some changes, 
so don’t be afraid to 
branch out and jump in 
with a new group.
Tasks and changes that 
you’ve been avoiding 
may suddenly look 
much easier. Getting a 
thump start now may 
help you finish the task 
more quickly. Sticking 
with your change will 
be difficult at first, but 
just give it some time.
You rely on your bunny 
buddies for support, 
and they do the same 
to you. This week, 
however, try out a 
few adventures on 
your own. You might 
find yourself in new 
experiences that will be 
rewarding.
DIY-erTHE
What you need: 
• 1 glass container
• rocks or pebbles
• activated charcoal 
(you can substitute 
with horticultural 
vermiculite)
• potting soil
• small succulent 
plants
•  decorative rocks, 
moss, shells or small 
figurines (optional)
Directions:
1. Layer the bottom 
of your glass con-
tainer with rocks for 
drainage.
2. Add a small layer of 
charcoal (or vermic-
ulite) to help with 
filtration.
3. Add potting soil 
and plants, making 
sure to free the roots 
from the original 
dirt.
4. Add decorative 
stones, shells, moss 
or figurines.
5.  Water only when 
soil becomes com-
pletely dry.
Dorm Craft Feature: DIY Mini Terrarium
>> ROOMMATES
Continued from A7
Often, students must prioritize 
whether they will live in their pre-
ferred residential hall or with a re-
quested roommate. Other issues 
Miller considers include residential 
hall prices, whether or not students 
smoke and what their sleep schedules 
are like.
“Recently, we’ve started talking 
more about options to pair first year 
students,” Miller said. “We use a 
management system called StarRez 
that coordinates everything we do 
in terms of tracking occupancy and 
housing assignments.”
StarRez allows students to search 
for potential roommates who are sim-
ilar to them, Miller said. The SDSU 
Admissions office also manages a 
Facebook page for incoming fresh-
men to get to know one another.
These platforms were created to 
avoid possible roommate disagree-
ments. A majority of conflicts that 
arise between roommates happen be-
cause of issues involving control, said 
Ruthie Wienk, a doctoral student in 
sociology. 
“Most conflicts that I can see play-
ing out involve controlling different 
things like space or sleep schedules,” 
Wienk said. “We should really try to 
encourage ourselves to keep an open 
mind and be aware that our way isn’t 
the only way. We have to be willing to 
accept differences.”
Wienk said she would character-
ize successful roommate pairs into 
two types.
The first type is social and would 
consider each other among their best 
friends. The second type is not as so-
cial and they do not meet often out-
side of their room setting. Surpris-
ingly, the second type of roommates, 
“type B,” tend to have less conflict 
because they are more apt to take 
breaks from one another, Wienk said.
Freshmen pre-nursing major Sky-
ler Berg and early childhood educa-
tion major Hannah Smith agree that 
they fall into the “type A” roommates, 
but they have yet to experience any 
conflicts in their Honors Hall room.
The two met on the freshman 
Facebook page last year and made 
plans to live in Honors Hall together. 
Berg said now they do everything to-
gether.
“We have similar class sched-
ules, we work together at Perkins and 
we have the same kind of circle of 
friends,” Berg said. “Maybe the key is 
[not to] room with a friend you al-
ready have, but with someone you 
could be friends with.”
Wienk agreed.
“People tend to develop more as 
individuals if they’re challenged more 
and if they learn from new, different 
people,” Wienk said. “Even if a room-
mate is completely different from 
you, keep an open mind.”
BOWL
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THE  COMMUNITY
BUFFALO WILD WINGS
CUBBY’S SPORTS BAR & GRILL
Will be serving a bucket of 15 traditional wings for $20. 
Have a “pick the score” contest, where you pick the score of the game and who will win. 
If you pick the score correctly you win $500. If you purchase an item during the game, you 
are entered to win prizes including a cooler and mini fridge.
THE  PEOPLE
We asked our sports reporters who they thought would win the 
Super Bowl, and who they actually want to win.
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
TRENTON ABREGO
Sports Reporter
CHANDLER HOLLAND
Sports Reporter
SCOTT ENGEN
Sports Reporter
CALEB CHRISTENSEN
Sports Reporter
HANNAH NIEMAN
Sports Reporter
Winning pick: Patriots
“I think the Patriots are 
going to win because 
Tom Brady is arguably 
the best quarterback of 
all time and Bill Beli-
chick is the best coach of 
all time.”
Winning pick: Falcons
“I think the Falcons are 
going to win because 
their head coach, Dan 
Quinn, is the epitome of 
a football guy.”
Winning pick: Patriots
“I think the Patriots will 
win because of the Brady 
and Belichick factor. The 
better defense usually 
wins games like this.”
Winning pick: Falcons
“I think the Falcons will 
win because they have 
the hottest quarterback 
in the league, Matt Ryan, 
and have the best receiv-
er in the league, Julio 
Jones.”
Winning pick: Falcons
“I think Atlanta will win 
because their offense is 
too good right now and 
I want them to win be-
cause it’d be a new team 
to win it.”
Winning pick: Falcons
“I want the Falcons to 
win because I’ve never 
been a huge fan of Tom 
Brady.”
CURTIS SAGER
Sports reporter
Happy Super Bowl week, every-
body! 
Hopefully you have plans 
this weekend to get togeth-
er with friends, eat some good 
food, drink some cold beverages 
and watch the big game. If you 
don’t have plans, I hope you can 
at least relax on Sunday after-
noon and catch the game.
Let’s get started with some 
hot matchups:
Julio Jones vs. Malcolm Butler
Julio Jones is the best receiv-
er in the league, and I am willing 
to argue that with anyone. He 
put up some monster numbers 
this year. Jones caught 83 pass-
es for 1,409 yards and added six 
touchdowns. The most impres-
sive thing about Jones this year 
was watching what he can do af-
ter he catches the ball — he can 
run through, around and over 
any defender on the field. 
On the other side of the field 
is Patriots hero from Super Bowl 
XLIX (49), Malcom Butler. He 
intercepted a pass from Russell 
Wilson on the goal line to win 
the game. Butler had four inter-
ceptions this year and another 17 
passes defensed. 
Continued to B3
Super Bowl LI: A deeper look into the year’s biggest game
How we voted:
Collegian Graphic by BAILEY HILL
*All numbers above are based off of NFL rankings.
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ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
It’s rivalry week for the South 
Dakota State women’s basketball 
team. The Jacks take on North 
Dakota State on Thursday and 
South Dakota on Saturday.
“Playing in rivalry games is 
always a special thing,” said SD-
Head Coach Aaron Johnston. 
“Not many women’s college bas-
ketball teams get to play in 
games that have this much inter-
est and excitement.”  
Junior forward Ellie Thomp-
son said there has been more en-
ergy in practice and a spark in 
the air for the games.
“Having a rivalry game is al-
ways fun and having two in the 
same week is such a rare experi-
ence,” Thompson said.
The Jacks (16-5, 7-2) fell to 
Omaha 83-82 Saturday, Jan. 28 
and gave up 16 three-pointers in 
the contest.
“Defensively we were a bit 
passive. Omaha was really able 
to get a lot of shots in rhythm 
and we didn’t do anything to 
make them uncomfortable, and 
to be successful defensively we 
need to be disruptive,” Johnston 
said.
The Jacks are led by sopho-
more guard Madison Guebert, 
who is averaging 15.5 points a 
game and scored 21 points in the 
loss against Omaha.
“She’s really expanded her 
game,” Johnston said. “She was 
really just a catch and shoot 
three-point shooter. Now she at-
tacks the basket, shoots mid-
range jumpers and gets to the 
free-throw line.”
Guebert has found her 
rhythm offensively and has tak-
en over as the team leader since 
junior guard Macy Miller went 
down with an injury.
“It took a couple of games 
to get used to playing without 
Macy, but Madison has taken 
over that role and has stepped 
up and knocked down big shots,” 
Thompson said.
As of right now SDSU is tied 
atop the Summit League with 
USD, so Saturday’s game could 
be a battle for first place. But the 
Jacks know they have to take 
care of NDSU, who they defeat-
ed 69-66 earlier in the season, if 
they want to take first.
“We snuck by North Dako-
ta State in Fargo,” Johnston said. 
“So I think that is good enough 
reason to see that they match up 
well with us and we have to give 
them our full attention.”
The players are doing exactly 
what Johnston told them: take it 
one game at a time.
“We’re not even focused on 
USD right now,” Thompson said. 
“It’s in the back of our minds and 
we’re really focused on North 
Dakota State right now.”
The 83 points the Jacks gave 
up against Omaha tied for the 
most they’ve given up in a game 
all season. Coach Johnston 
knows they need to make adjust-
ments if they want to come away 
with victories against their rivals.
“We can’t let teams make 16 
threes and we’re going to have 
to rebound,” Johnston said. “Be-
cause both of these teams are 
very physical; both around the 
perimeter and inside.” 
The NDSU game will start at 
7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 2 and the 
USD game will start at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 4. Both games will 
be played at Frost Arena.
Jacks look to get back on 
track in rivalry games
ABBY FULLENKAMP • The Collegian 
SDSU women’s basketball takes on North Dakota State Wednesday Feb. 2 and the 
University of South Dakota Saturday, Feb. 4.
TRENTON ABREGO
Sports Reporter
Seth Gross was a three-time 
Minnesota state champion 
for Apple Valley High School, 
won two Cadet Champion-
ships and a Junior national ti-
tle. Now, he takes the mat as 
a South Dakota State Jack-
rabbit.
But it wasn’t always going 
to be that way. 
In fact, Gross wasn’t re-
cruited by South Dakota State 
after high school. Instead, he 
was being recruited by Min-
nesota, Nebraska, North Car-
olina, Oklahoma State and 
Iowa. 
Gross initially commit-
ted to Iowa University and 
was expected to battle for the 
141-pound spot. On March 
18, 2015 Gross and two team-
mates were arrested for un-
derage drinking and theft. 
According to Gross, he 
went out with a group of oth-
er wrestlers to a party and 
started drinking. 
“Me and a handful of 
them ended up, after the par-
ty, going outside and we were 
about to leave and everybody 
was drunk and we were like, 
‘We probably shouldn’t drink 
and drive right now,’” Gross 
said. “We ended up going out 
and people took things from 
cars, and I was one of them 
and obviously made some 
poor decisions”
Gross ended up getting ar-
rested that night. 
On March 23, 2015 the 
University of Iowa announced 
that they would suspend 
Gross and the other two wres-
tlers involved. They were re-
moved from the program 
about two months later. 
However, Iowa took one 
of the wrestlers, Logan Ryan, 
back into the program, but 
didn’t reinstate Gross.
“When things went down, 
they kind of pushed me away 
while they kept Logan,” Gross 
said. “I felt like, when we did 
get in trouble, they kind of fa-
vored him. There isn’t bad 
blood, but it gets me going.” 
Upon leaving Iowa, Gross 
initially thought he would at-
tend the University of Min-
nesota, as he was familiar 
with the coaches and the pro-
grams. However, the athlet-
ic director wasn’t sure if he 
wanted Gross on the team. 
Gross had to shift his vi-
sion elsewhere and looked at 
colleges closer to his home. 
The two closest leading 
schools were the University of 
Northern Iowa and SDSU. 
After visiting SDSU and 
meeting with Head Coach 
Chris Bono, Gross made his 
decision.
“When I talked to Bono, 
he emailed me back within 
five minutes and was just like, 
‘Hey, let’s get you on campus’ 
and I loved it,” Gross said. 
“Bono has a fire and a passion 
… [I] really wanted to put the 
Jackrabbits on the map.” 
The strength of schedule 
and being recently aligned in 
the Big 12 Conference were 
also big selling points for 
Gross.
“He was sincere, took 
ownership of his actions and 
he looked me in the eye and 
told me it would never hap-
pen again and I believed him,” 
Bono said. “It’s the best deci-
sion I have ever made.” 
Now, in his sophomore 
year at SDSU, Gross has a 47-
15 record and has climbed the 
InterMat national rankings to 
second place. 
“I have a tattoo that says 
‘redeemed’ on my arm,” Gross 
said. “I am just grateful I got a 
second chance.”
ABBY FULLENKAMP • The Collegian 
Seth Gross has only lost one match this season and is 47-15 in his two years at SDSU. The Jacks play Oklahoma at 8 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 3 in Frost Arena.
Nationally ranked wrestler gets 
second chance as a Jackrabbit
Follow our sports 
coverage on social media! 
@collegiansports
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The Patriots seem to be 
able to eliminate the opposing 
team’s top receiving threat by 
having help from a safety over 
the top, just like they did to 
Pittsburgh Steelers receiver An-
tonio Brown in the AFC Cham-
pionship game. It will be an in-
teresting game, but I imag-
ine Jones will be able to get the 
best of the Patriots’ secondary 
this Sunday. 
Tom Brady vs. Matt Ryan
Obviously these two quar-
terbacks are not actually play-
ing head-to-head on the field, 
but their respective perfor-
mances will likely determine 
the outcome of the game. 
Both quarterbacks had 
MVP seasons. Brady (who only 
played 12 games) threw for 28 
touchdowns, 3,554 yards and 
had a passer rating of 112.2. 
Ryan threw for 38 touchdowns, 
4,944 yards and had a passer 
rating of 117.1. 
On the stat sheet, the big-
gest difference was their use of 
receivers. Even though he had 
over 1,000 more yards than 
Brady, Ryan had only three re-
ceivers with over 500 receiving 
yards and Brady had five. Brady 
is and always has been the mas-
ter of moving the ball around; 
he “dinks and dunks” the ball 
all over the field and gets tre-
mendous amount of production 
out of his guys. 
I have to give the upper 
hand to Brady in this game. 
There are a few extenuating cir-
cumstances that contribute to 
this, however, as Ryan has nev-
er played in a Super Bowl and 
Brady will be starting in his 
seventh this week. The experi-
ence Brady has is uncanny and 
he should be calm, cool and col-
lected going into the big game. 
The other factor is the whole 
“deflate gate” scandal. He won’t 
admit it, but I am sure Brady 
wants to get some revenge on 
Roger Goodell, who suspended 
him for four games this season. 
Devonta Freeman and Tevin 
Coleman vs. Dion Lewis and 
LeGarette Blount 
This is the matchup I am 
most excited for. We are go-
ing to witness two of the bet-
ter running backs by committee 
backfields in the league square 
off. Freeman and Coleman (At-
lanta Falcons) combined for 
1,599 yards rushing and 19 
rushing touchdowns, Blount 
and Lewis combined for 1,444 
rushing yards and 18 touch-
downs (all scored by Blount). 
The Patriots backs are good 
when they are on their game, 
and the Patriots’ run defense is 
probably better than the Fal-
cons, but I have to give the edge 
to the Falcons’ backs here. Free-
man is the difference maker. He 
has speed, strength, vision and 
he is a great pass catcher. I ex-
pect he will be used a lot this 
week. He should catch at least 
five passes, contribute for over 
100 all-purpose yards and don’t 
be surprised if he scores multi-
ple touchdowns. 
Prediction
There are few things in life 
that bring me more joy than sit-
ting around on Sunday enjoy-
ing a quality matchup between 
two quality teams. This should 
be one of those quality match-
ups I look forward to. 
The Falcons have one of the 
highest-powered offenses in the 
history of the league. The Pa-
triots have a very well-round-
ed team with tremendous expe-
rience all around. Bill Belichick 
will likely go down as the great-
est coach of all time, and he 
has had his Hall of Fame quar-
terback, Brady, with him every 
step of the way. 
If the outcome of the game 
was simply about which team 
was more physical, more ath-
letic and played better, the Fal-
cons could win this game. How-
ever, coaching and determina-
tion have a lot to do with games 
like this and that will give the 
Patriots the win. 
My final prediction: Patriots 
24 – Falcons 21
TRENTON ABREGO
Sports Reporter
52 points in the first half fueled 
the Jackrabbits to their third 
Summit League victory over 
the Omaha Mavericks 88-84 
Saturday, Jan. 28 in Omaha.
Mike Daum led the first 
half charge with 22 points of 
his team’s 52. Daum finished 
the game with 33 points and 
9 rebounds. 
But the Jackrabbits spread 
the ball around, letting four 
players finish with dou-
ble-digit points. Chris How-
ell scored 16 points, while 
Reed Tellinghuisen had 13 
and Lane Severyn converted 
on triple three-pointers on his 
way to 11. 
South Dakota State shot 
the ball particularly well, 
shooting 50 percent on field 
goals and 36 percent behind 
the three-point line. 
“Our team has done a 
much better job in conference 
play at really trying to de-
mand the best shot we can get 
in every possession and, as a 
result, our field goal percent-
age numbers have gone up,” 
Head Coach T.J. Otzelberg-
er said. 
In defense, the Jackrab-
bits look to improve. After a 
loss against Denver, the Jack-
rabbits got back on course 
against Omaha. SDSU forced 
four steals and held a 38-23 
rebound advantage. 
“For us, we are starting to 
form an identity defensive-
ly, and it starts by setting the 
tone in transition defense, 
guarding the basketball, keep-
ing the ball out of the post 
and finishing plays on the 
glass,” Otzelberger said. 
The Jacks will compete on 
Saturday, Feb. 4 in Lamb Bo-
nanza against the Oral Roberts 
Golden Eagles. Before facing 
Oral Roberts, the Jackrabbits 
will have a two-game home 
stand, as they face the Western 
Illinois Leathernecks at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 1 in Frost Are-
na. 
In the latest game against 
the Leathernecks, the Jack-
rabbits fell 74-82 and squan-
dered an 11-point lead. 
It was a shooting night the 
Jackrabbits might like to for-
get as they shot 41 percent 
from field goal and 32 percent 
from three-point range. 
The Jacks were success-
ful in the post scoring the 
ball with 28 of their 74 in the 
paint, but the team had zero 
second-chance points. The 
Leathernecks also out-re-
bounded them 39-36.  
For the Jacks to be victo-
rious, they will need to shoot 
the ball much better. In all 
three conference victories, the 
Jackrabbits have shot better 
than a 47 field goal percent-
age. 
“We hoped we learned 
some things, and we have 
a better shooting night on 
Wednesday,” Otzelberger said. 
The Jackrabbits still find 
themselves at the bottom of 
the Summit League at 3-6 
in conference play, tied with 
both IUPUI and Oral Rob-
erts. If the Jacks can make the 
most of the two-game home 
stand and beat both confer-
ence foes, they will find them-
selves in a good position. 
But the Jackrabbits’ first-
year head coach isn’t concern-
ing himself with other teams’ 
game plans. Instead, he is 
focusing solely on his own 
team’s plan. 
“At this point in the season 
everybody has played each 
other, and it’s more about us 
than it is about them; and it’s 
more about us doing what we 
need to do,” Otzelberger said. 
Both games will be tele-
vised on ESPN3 and Jackrab-
bit Sports Network. 
Jackrabbits hoping to 
start winning streak
LEXIE PRIEST • The Collegian 
The Jacks overall are 10-14. They return home to face Western Illinois 7 p.m., 
Feb. 1 in Frost Arena. 
Sports
in brief
Both SDSU men’s and women’s tennis teams were 
matched Saturday, Jan. 28.
The men lost 7-0 to the Wisconsin Badgers in 
Madison, Wisconsin.
Sophomore Emerson Styles was closest to a 
victory for the Jacks, but he fell 6-4 and 6-2. 
The women were in Peoria, Illinois and fell to 
Bradley 7-0.
Senior Iasmin Rosa and sophomore Morgan 
Brower won 6-3 in doubles. The Jacks lost all six 
single matches.
Tennis Swimming and Diving
Wrestling
The South Dakota State wrestling team had a 
double-header on Saturday, Jan. 28 in Edwards-
ville, Illinois. The Jacks defeated host Southern 
Illinois-Edwardsville 34-9 and dropped Gardner 
Webb 33-10 later that day.
Sophomore Seth Gross picked up two victo-
ries in the matches. Juniors Nate Roetert and 
Luke Zilverberg also had two victories each.
With the two wins, SDSU improved to 10-3 
overall.
The Jackrabbit men’s swimming and diving 
team took on the North Dakota Fighting Hawks 
Saturday, Jan. 28 in Grand Forks, North Dakota. 
The Jacks fell 193-107.
     Sophomore Wyatt Rumrill remained un-
defeated in the 200 breaststroke and junior 
Christopher Rumrill came in first place in the 
200 freestyle. Sophomore Joseph Weber placed 
first in the 1-meter dive and was named Summit 
League Men’s Diver of the Week.
What’s next: The Jacks will be back in action Friday, Feb. 
3 when they host Oklahoma University in a Big 12 
Conference match-up. The dual will start at 8 p.m. in 
Frost Arena.
What’s next: Both teams are now 0-2 on the season and 
on Saturday, Feb. 4 will head to Milwaukee. The men 
will take on Marquette and the women will play Wiscon-
sin-Milwaukee.
What’s next: SDSU Swimming and Diving will be back 
in action on Feb. 3 and 4 at the Minnesota Challenge in 
Minneapolis.
The SDSU men’s and women’s track and field teams 
participated in the Mark Messersmith Invite Satur-
day, Jan. 28 in Cedar Falls, Iowa. The men finished 
third and the women finished fifth. Combined, the 
teams won six events.
Senior Carly Carper won the 60-meter dash, 
finishing by tying a season-best time of 7.57 seconds. 
Freshman Sam Zenner won the 60-meter in his first 
ever collegiate race. Senior Zach Koosman won the 
high jump for the Jacks.
Track and Field
What’s next: SDSU will split their teams over the Feb. 3 
weekend. Half of the team will travel to Lincoln, Nebraska 
for the Husker Invite Feb. 3 and 4, while the other half will 
head to - Feb. 4 to compete in the Dakota Realty Alumni 
Track and Field Meet.
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK:
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
The South Dakota State men’s 
track and field team placed third 
in the Mark Messersmith Invite in 
Cedar Falls, Iowa. The team won 
six events, including the 60-meter 
dash, which was won by Sam Ze-
nner. 
Zenner finished the race in 
6.89 seconds and it was his very 
first collegiate race. This is why he 
has been named The Collegian’s 
Athlete of the Week.
Year: Freshman
Hometown: Eagan, Minnesota
Major: Construction and Operations Management
SAM ZENNER
ABBY FULLENKAMP • The Collegian 
Sam Zenner breaks the school record in the 60-meter dash during the Jim Emmerich/
Alumni Invitational track meet on Jan. 21.
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
South Dakota State’s women’s 
soccer coach, Lane Wedemey-
er, announced Tuesday, Jan. 31 
that he will be stepping down as 
the head coach after accepting a 
job as head coach at Liberty Uni-
versity.
Wedemeyer was 161-123-39 
as the Jackrabbits head coach 
and has been the only head 
coach in the program’s 17-year 
history. He also led the Jacks to 
four NCAA Tournament appear-
ances and four Summit League 
Tournament championships.   
SDSU Athletic Director Jus-
tin Sell appointed assistant 
coach Brock Thompson as the 
new head coach. 
This will be Thompson’s 
third head coaching job. He was 
at the University of Mary from 
2001-03 and the University of 
North Dakota from 2005-07. He 
has been an assistant coach at 
SDSU for the past nine seasons 
and all four NCAA Tournament 
appearances.
Wedemeyer steps down as head 
soccer coach, assistant promoted
GOJACKS.COM
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
On Thursday, Jan. 26, the 
University of North Dako-
ta Fighting Hawks announced 
the athletics program would 
be moving to the Summit 
League and Missouri Valley 
Football Conference.
UND will be in the Sum-
mit League for most of their 
athletics starting in the 2018-
19 season and will move to the 
MVFC in 2020.
You might be asking, how 
does this affect South Dako-
ta State? Well, SDSU is in 
both the Summit League and 
MVFC, meaning that SDSU 
will now be playing UND in 
almost every single sport.
This move will reunite 
UND with SDSU, North Da-
kota State and the Universi-
ty of South Dakota. The four 
schools were in the former 
North Central Conference for 
83 years.
UND’s move will bring ex-
citing rivalries between these 
schools, especially in football.
The Fighting Hawks went 
9-3 overall and 8-0 in the Big 
Sky this past season. They also 
received a first round bye, just 
like the Jackrabbits.
The MVFC is already a 
tough conference to play in as 
the league has had at least one 
team in the Football Cham-
pionship Subdivision (FCS) 
championship game the past 
six seasons, including NDSU 
winning five championships 
during that time.
SDSU is trailing in most 
of the series with UND. The 
Fighting Hawks lead the foot-
ball series 44-33-5, but the 
last meeting was in 2003 be-
fore SDSU moved to the FCS.
The teams have played in 
basketball more than football 
since the move to Division I. 
UND leads in both series as 
they are up 104-81 in men’s 
basketball and 41-21 in wom-
en’s basketball. The men’s last 
meeting was in 2014 and the 
women played in 2016.
Right now SDSU’s only 
rivals are NDSU and USD. 
When the Jacks play those 
teams in football and basket-
ball attendance is very high. If 
UND and SDSU develop a ri-
valry, there would be another 
football and basketball game 
with great attendance.
SDSU and NDSU also 
have talented football and bas-
ketball teams. Both have been 
in the FCS playoffs the last five 
seasons. They have won the 
Summit League Men’s Basket-
ball Tournament the last five 
seasons with SDSU winning 
three and NDSU winning two.
North Dakota won the Big 
Sky in football last season and 
are in second place in men’s 
basketball this season. When 
both teams are good, the rival-
ries are good, so there is plen-
ty of potential for rivalries in 
these sports.
UND moving to the Sum-
mit League and MVFC is 
also good for traveling. In 
the Summit League, the only 
schools that are within driv-
ing distance are NDSU, USD 
and Omaha. North Dakota 
would be within driving dis-
tance, too, as it is only four 
hours away.
Across the board this was 
a great move for all parties in-
volved. UND has up and com-
ing football and basketball 
programs that will be great 
for the MVFC and Summit 
League.
UND moving to Summit League, MVFC
